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Covid Relief: Grumman’s in Central 
Pennsylvania, September 20-24

By Bob Reed, Convention Chair
It’s time to start flying and socializing again 

after 18 months of a worldwide pandemic wreak-
ing havoc.

The Convention will be held in Hangar #2 at 
Capital City Airport (KCXY) in Harrisburg, Penn-
sylvania. A member of the Airport Board, Mar-
shall Stevens, was Airport Manager at Glen Falls, 
New York, when we held the 2007 AYA Conven-
tion. He is an advocate for the Convention.

Based on past conventions and personal 
experience, CXY is a great location. We have 
rented Hangar #2 encompassing a whopping 
20,000 square feet of space. We have access to 
the four classrooms on the side of the hanger for 
seminars.

The ramp adjacent to Hangar #2 has tie-
downs for 50+ aircraft plus an additional 20 just 
a short walk away.

Convention Hotel – Clarion
The Conventional hotel is the Clarion Hotel 

and Conference Center located 1.8 miles from 
CXY. The pilot hotel rate is $69 per night for ANY 
date in September. Come early or stay after, the 
rate remains the same. The hotel has a large ban-
quet hall, that even under Covid restrictions, will 
seat 250 people. There is an indoor pool (if open 
in September), great for lounging.

See the booking link on the next page.
Speakers - Presenters

We have a great group of speakers and pre-
senters for GOPA 2021

Mark Baker. AOPA President, on the state 
of General Aviation. If you have a question for 
Mark, email it to Bob Reed

Larry Anglisano, Editor in Chief of Aviation 
Consumer, Avionics – get the straight story on 
Avionics from the guy who tests all the equip-
ment. No sales pitch here, just the straight dope.

Todd Adams, Owner Lancaster Avionics, 
one of the top shops in the East. Q&A on avion-
ics installation.

John Sjaardema, maintenance issues with 
poorly maintained Grumman’s.

Ron Levy, IFR seminar.
Bob Reed, safety presentation on Edge of 

the Envelope and an American CFI teaches in 
Indonesia.

Perhaps a convention first, we are hanging 
a 16x9 screen and professional sound system. 
The 15,000 lumen projector will make videos 
and PPT presentations easy to see and hear 
from anywhere in Hangar #2.

Misc:
David Fletcher is planning to fly a 600 hour 

TTAF, fully restored, mostly original, Cougar to 
the Convention.

AOPA is planning to display the Sweep-
stakes Tiger on site.

Sensenich Propeller is 15 minutes away on 
the Lancaster airport and is holding four slots 
for a dynamic balance at $300. First come, first 
served at Pre-registration.

Cargill Aeronautical at CXY is offering a sim-
ple weighing (no paperwork) for $175 and a full 
W&B for $250.

Dan Lightner from Nu Aero Detailing will be 
available to ceramic coat planes. One per day 
maximum. Cost is determined by condition of 
existing finish but expect a Grumman AA5 to be 
between $950 and $1550. My Tiger was done in 
May, so you can see the results at the Conven-
tion. It is claimed to last five years.

We have great local food lined up. Ice cream 
is from Penn State’s Berkey Creamery.

See You September, 2021!

 
Convention Specials 

 
All the listed pricing is discounted for 

Convention attendees. First-come first-
served as space is limited:

Prop balance by Sensenich at the Lancaster Air-
port (13 minute flight) - $300 – 4 slots

Aircraft weighing by Cargill on CXY - $175 no 
paperwork; $275 complete paperwork – 8 slots total

Ceramic Coating by Dan Lightner on CXY - $1195 
(+ additional for paint restoration) – 2 slots per day. 
See the article in July Aviation Consumer featuring my 
Tiger done by Dan. Excellent results.

Fee to be paid at pre-registration as a deposit to 
hold your slot. Refundable if you are not able to fly to 
the Convention due to any reasonable cause such as 
weather.



Clarion Hotel and Conference Center Harrisburg West 
New Cumberland, PA.

Booking Link:
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/
qp25r1?checkInDate=2021-09-01&checkOutDate=2021-09-
30&ratePlanCode=BZUCPG

Group Name: PILOT CONVENTION
Group Code: QP25R1
Check In: Anytime after Wednesday, September 1, 2021
Check Out: Rate good thru Thursday, September 30, 2021
Block cutoff Date: Wednesday, August 25, 2021

The hotel direct line is 443-537-9741, ext. 103

Broad Street Market

Our “group” of rooms are those opening into the 
pool and breakfast area (see above photo) for 
socialization – unless you request otherwise.

https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/qp25r1?checkInDate=2021-09-01&checkOutDate=2021-09-30&ratePlanCode=BZUCPG
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/qp25r1?checkInDate=2021-09-01&checkOutDate=2021-09-30&ratePlanCode=BZUCPG
https://www.choicehotels.com/reservations/groups/qp25r1?checkInDate=2021-09-01&checkOutDate=2021-09-30&ratePlanCode=BZUCPG


Antique Auto Museum

State Museum Aviation Display

Convention Off-Site Activities
by: Bob Reed, Convention Chairman
Central Pennsylvania is rich with off-site activities for Convention Visi-
tors, via flying and/or driving.
The selected Convention group activity is a whole day tour of the Civil 
War battleground at Gettysburg – well known both as the turning point 
of the Civil War and for President Lincoln’s Gettysburg address. Bus 
transportation will be provided by the Association.
By Flying
All of the suggested locations are roughly a 30 minute flight from CXY. 
It is conceivable that you could visit Penn’s Cave in the morning and 
AOPA in the afternoon (196 nm). Or visit both Piper and AHM (230 
nm)
• Penn’s Cave, 53 nm, https://www.pennscave.com/ The guided tour 

by flat-bottom motorboat winds through cavern passageways and 
features glittering stalactites and stalagmites, often in mysteriously 
familiar shapes, such as “The Statue of Liberty” and “The Garden 
of the Gods.”

• Piper Aviation Museum, 61 nm, https://www.pipermuseum.com/ 
The Piper Aviation Museum was formed to preserve the history and 
legacy of the Piper Aircraft Corporation and its founding family.

• American Helicopter Museum, 60 nm, https://americanhelicoptermu-
seum/, 35 helicopters on display inside and outside offering a hands-
on experience of rotary flight for visitors of all ages.

• AOPA Headquarters, 54 nm, https://www.aopa.org/ The suggested 
day is Wednesday, AOPA swag my be involved. Two tours, 9:00 and 
2:00.

• By Ground
• National Civil War Museum ($10), Harrisburg, 15 minute travel time, 

https://www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org/
• Broad Street Market, Harrisburg, 15 minute travel time, https://broad-

streetmarket.org/
• Hershey Chocolates, Hershey, 30 minute travel time, https://www.

hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/home.html
• Harley-Davidson Motorcycle plant tour, York, 30 minute travel time, 

Steel Toe Tour, 2 hours, $35 (must be groups of 16+). Classic Tour, 1 
hour, $10, or Freedom Tour, ½ hour, Free, https://www.harley-david-
son.com/us/en/about-us/visit-us/yorkpa.html

• Sensenich Propeller Tour, Amish Country, Lancaster, 50+ minute 
travel time.

 https://www.pennscave.com/
https://www.pipermuseum.com/ 
 https://americanhelicoptermuseum/
 https://americanhelicoptermuseum/
https://www.aopa.org/
https://www.aopa.org/
https://www.aopa.org/
https://www.nationalcivilwarmuseum.org/
https://broadstreetmarket.org/
https://broadstreetmarket.org/
https://www.hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/home.html
https://www.hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/home.html
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/visit-us/yorkpa.html
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/visit-us/yorkpa.html


Civil War Museum Gettysburg Battlefield

The GOPA Convention 
Gettysburg Tour

There aren’t too many people in the world 
who haven’t heard of the American Civil War, 
the Battle of Gettysburg and The Gettysburg 
Address. Today, for many citizens of the United 
States, Gettysburg is a battle and a speech. The 
story of Gettysburg and its history since is fas-
cinating.  More American Soldiers (Union and 
Confederate) died during the Civil War than the 
sum of all succeeding U.S. wars. The statisti-

cal total of casualties 
for the three days at 
Gettysburg is:  51,112 
of which 10,058 were 
killed and 10,790 miss-
ing.  Every few years, a 
farmer plows up anoth-
er set of remains.  Fifty 
five years later (1918) 
a young Army Officer 
named Eisenhower 
was the Commander of 
Camp Colt, a tank train-
ing camp in prepara-
tion for WW1.  The tank 
training location is the 
field on which Pickett’s 
Charge took place. In 
1950, future President 
Eisenhower purchased 
his retirement farm in 
Gettysburg, now a part 
of Gettysburg National 
Park.

On Wednesday, 
September 22, regis-
tered Convention at-
tendees will have the 
opportunity to tour the 
Battlefield and visit the 

town of Gettysburg. At 8:00 AM we will begin 
boarding a toilet equipped luxury tour bus, at the 
Clarion Hotel and depart at 8:15 for Gettysburg.  
(The Clarion hotel includes grab-and-go break-
fasts for their guests that can be eaten on the 
bus.) With us for the next 4 hours will be a Li-
censed Gettysburg Battlefield Guide. Shortly af-
ter departure, the Guide will begin preparing us 
for our tour and day in Gettysburg.  We expect to 
travel through Gettysburg and arrive at our first 
stop, McPherson Ridge by 9:15 AM. For the 

next 2 ½ hours we will travel the major portions 
of the battlefield following as much of the Auto 
Tour route that the bus is allowed to travel and 
time permits.  Among the significant memorials 
and battle locations we will pass are: The Peace 
Memorial, North Carolina Memorial, Virginia 
Memorial, Louisiana/Mississippi Memorial, Lit-
tle Round Top, Culp’s Hill, and Pennsylvania 
Memorial. At the Pennsylvania Memorial, we will 
depart the bus and walk along Hancock Ave. to 
the National Cemetery, approximately a one mile 
walk. Along this walk we will pass: where Han-
cock fell, the Copse of Trees, The Angle, where 
Armistead fell, and the High Water Mark. Those 
who wish to remain on the bus, may do so. The 
guided tour portion of the day will conclude in 
The Soldiers’ National Cemetery where 3500 
Union Soldiers were interred and where Presi-
dent Lincoln gave The Gettysburg Address. 

The end of the guided tour marks the begin-
ning of our free time. Within a 5 minute walk, 
from the National Cemetery, are some of the 
nicest eating establishments in Gettysburg and 
great tourist shops. (Fast food restaurants are 
there as well. A list of restaurants, micro-brewer-
ies, distillery, and wine shops, and what they are 
known for, will be provided to attendees.)  For 
those who wish to visit the National Park Visitors 
Center, the plan is to depart from the Cemetery 
parking lot about 90 minutes after free time be-
gins. Those who wish to remain in town to ex-
plore the sights and Gettysburg are welcome to 
do so. The bus will leave the Visitor’s Center and 
pickup folks who remained in town to return to 
the Clarion Hotel in time to grab dinner, on your 
own, before the 7:00 PM Membership Meeting.  

NOTES: Bolded locations indicate 
planned opportunities to disembark the bus.

 Please register early as space availabil-
ity is limited for this excursion.

Joe and Carol Gugel, your Gettysburg hosts.





Hershey’s Chocolate World.

Helicopter Museum

Interested in getting your plane ceramic 
coated while at convention? 

Contact:  Dan Lightner
717-713-0434
Base price $1265
Limited appointments available during convention.
More information on this service can be found in the 
July Aviation Consumer, starts on Page 4, or here- 
https://www.nuaerodetailing.com/

Possible Interests For You
National Civil War Museum($10)– Harrisburg– 

15 minute travel time https://www.nation-
alcivilwarmuseum.org/

Broad Street Market– Harrisburg– 15 minute travel time 
https://broadstreetmarket.org/

Pride of the Susquehanna Boat tour–15 minute travel time
https://www.visithersheyharrisburg.org/things-to-
do/the-pride-of-the-susquehanna-riverboat/

Hershey Chocolates– Hershey– 30 minute 
travel  time https://www.hersheys.com/
chocolateworld/en_us/home.html

Harley-Davidson Motorcycle plant tour– York– 30 minute 
travel time

 Steel Toe Tour–2 hours-$35(16 or more)
 Classic Tour–1 hour-$10
 Freedom Tour–½ hour–Free
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/visit-
us/yorkpa.html

Civil War Battlefield and Tours– Gettysburg– 
50 minute travel time https://www.
gettysburgfoundation.org/tour-the-
battlefield

Sensenich Propeller, Tour Amish Country–Lancaster–50+ 
minute travel time.

CLOSED FOR TOURS AT THIS TIME.

https://www.nuaerodetailing.com/
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https://www.visithersheyharrisburg.org/things-to-do/the-pride-of-the-susquehanna-riverboat/
https://www.visithersheyharrisburg.org/things-to-do/the-pride-of-the-susquehanna-riverboat/
https://www.hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/home.html
https://www.hersheys.com/chocolateworld/en_us/home.html
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/visit-us/yorkpa.html
https://www.harley-davidson.com/us/en/about-us/visit-us/yorkpa.html
https://www.gettysburgfoundation.org/tour-the-battlefield
https://www.gettysburgfoundation.org/tour-the-battlefield
https://www.gettysburgfoundation.org/tour-the-battlefield


Harley-Davidson Factory Tours

Hershey Kiss Streetlight

CLOSED FOR TOURS AT THIS TIME.

Sunday, September 19, 2021
12:00 – 5:00 Shuttle Vans Run
2:00 – 4:00 Registration (Hangar #2)

Monday, September 20, 2021
8:00  Board Meeting (Hotel)
9:00 – 11:30 Registration (Hangar #2) Drop off Silent auction items
2:00 – 4:00 Registration (Hangar #2) Drop off Silent auction items
5:00  First Timers Meeting (Hangar #2)
5:30  Reception at Airport (Free Beer & Wine)
6:15  Dinner at Airport - Get Smok’D BBQ
7:00  Convention Overview 
7:30  Calcutta, Scholarship Fund Raising Event

Tuesday, September 21, 2021
8:00 – 9:00 Air Events briefing (Hangar #2 – Classroom #1)
9:00 – 4:00 Scholarship Silent Auction Bidding (Hangar #2)
9:00 – 11:00 Flour Bombing/Spot Landing
11:00 – 12:00 Aircraft Viewing/People’s Choice Voting (Airport)
12:00 – 1:00 Box Lunch by Stage Deli (Airport Observation Deck)
1:00 – 1:30 Ground Events Briefing (Hangar #2 – Classroom #1)
1:30 – 4:00 Ground Events
2:30 – 3:30 Cockpit Cool (Hangar #2 – Classroom #1)
4:00 – 5:00 Aircraft Viewing/People’s Choice Voting (Airport)
5:30 – 7:30      Supper on Your Own
8:00    (Optional) Comedy Club – Earl David Reed (Tickets $25) 

Wednesday, September 22, 2021
7:45 – 5:00 Gettysburg Bus Tour
9:00 – 5:00 Aircraft Viewing/People’s Choice Voting (Airport)
9:00 – 12:00 Free time for exploration, etc. (On Your Own)
• Lunch on Your own
1:00 – 4:00 Free time for exploration, etc. (On Your Own)
4:30 – 8:00 Scholarship Silent Auction Bidding (Hotel Meeting Room)
• Supper on your own
7:00  General Membership Meeting & 2022 Convention Preview (Hotel Meeting 
Room)
7:30  Ice Cream Social (Hotel Meeting Room)
8:00   Scholarship Silent Auction Ends

Thursday, September 23, 2021
8:00 – 4:30 Seminars (Hangar #2)
8:00  IFR Training (Ron Levy)
9:00  EOE Rudder + CFI in Indonesia (Bob Reed)
10:00  Current Avionics & Installation for Grumman’s (Larry Anglisano & Todd 
Adams)
12:00 – 1:00 Lunch Provided (Hangar #2)
1:00  Maintenance Tips for our Aging Fleet (John Sjaardema, Excel-Air Services)
3:15 – 4:30 Ask the Experts
6:00  Pre-Banquet Socialization at Clarion Hotel (Cash Bar)
6:30  Mark Baker AOPA – Guest Speaker
7:15  Banquet (Hotel)

Friday, September 24, 2021, 6:00 – 12:00 Shuttle Vans Run
6:00 – 12:00 Shuttle Vans Run 

PROPOSED GOPA 2021 SCHEDULE



Interior photo of our Convention central hub, Hangar #2. Includes four classrooms. Below are the hard surface parking areas.



Camp David has a 5 mile No Fly 
Zone when not expanded. The dis-
tance from Gettysburg is about 15 nm.  

Not shown on any of the cur-
rent maps are multiple Restricted 
air spaces North East of Harrisburg  
around Army Fort Indiantown Gap.

While these displays were 
downloaded from the FAA they are 

not to be used for navigation.

KCXY

KCXY



Convention Apparel
Men’s T-shirts – Gildan Softstyle - navy blue in color, with 
GOPA Convention Logo on Front.

Ladies V-neck T-shirts – Gildan Softstyle - navy blue in 
color, with GOPA Convention Logo on Front. It has been 
that the t-shirts fit a bit small.

Men’s Polo- Devon & Jones 100% cotton polo shirt, navy 
blue in color, with GOPA embroidered on left chest up to 3” 
wide. 

Ladies Polo- Devon & Jones 100% polyester V-neck, navy 
blue in color with same logo as men’s shirts.

Baseball style caps- Bayside, made in USA, 100% cotton 
structured baseball style cap, with Velcro closure on back, 
navy blue in color. Logo embroidered on front of caps.
Please Note: the colors are not guaranteed as the sup-
pliers are not always able to meet the orders due to 
supply issues blamed on Covid-19. Thanks for your 
understanding.

Enterprise Car Rental Procedure
Prices: 
• Sedans: $65/day- $399.99/week plus tax 
• Intermediate SUV: $85/day- $510.99/week plus tax 
• Large SUV: $120/day- $630.99/week plus tax
When making reservations please have each renter sign 
up for an Emerald Club account so that they can have their 
driver license and payment information on file ahead of time. 
Without this account, we cannot deliver a rental vehicle to 
Capital City Airport. 

Also, to ensure all members get this price, please have each 
attendee do the following steps: 
1. Sign Up for Emerald Club via enterprise.com
2. Call our local office @ 717-975-5586 to book the 
rental (please make sure they mention they’re with Grumman 
so we can honor your rates).

https://enterprise.com


And now for the ever popular ‘A’ Word from the Ground Boss
Now that we have finally made it through 

our Covid Morbidity more or less, it’s Con-
vention time. So welcome to Harrisburg, PA, 
Capital City Airport. For those of you who 
may not know me I am Ronnie Mowery, aka 
The Ground Boss.  I’ve done this one or two 
times (or maybe 9 or 10) before. I’ve owned 
my 1977 Cheetah since 1999 and have been 
a member of GOPA, formerly the AYA, since 
that time. My first convention was Blue Ash, 
OH, in 2001 and I have only missed the Sac-
ramento, CA, convention in 2005. I am also 
the Southeast Region 3 Director. Blah, blah, 
blah, enough about me.

We are fortunate enough this year to have 
nearly 70 paved pull through tie down spots, 
so you will not have to push your Grumman 
backwards, which is always fun. This makes 
my job much easier.  We are also at a control 
towered airport, so when you arrive and clear 
the runway follow tower/ground instruction 
and they will direct you to parking. Neither I 
nor anyone else will be there to direct you, 
just park in the next open spot in the line of 
Grummans. I know everyone has looked at 
the airport diagram so you have a general 
idea of where you will be directed.  For the 
safety of everyone’s aircraft, All aircraft must 
be tied down.  So bring tie down ropes.  As 
with most airports they don’t have ropes on all 
their tie downs.  This is still a step up from our 
usual of having to park in the grass and hav-
ing to bring our own tie down anchors along 
with the ropes.  If you do not tie your aircraft 
down, I will tie it down and put so many knots 
in the rope that it will take you the rest of the 

week to untie it.  Someone should be there to 
meet and greet you with a cart and to trans-
port you and your luggage. If no one happens 
to be there please refer to paragraph #5.

Now this is just a piece of advice, if you 
move your airplane from your tie down and 
you want to park in the same spot when you 
return, I would take my canopy cover and 
wrap one of my wing tie down rope around 
it so 1) everyone will know that spot is taken 
and 2) your prop wash will not blow it away.  
Don’t use your tail tie down rope for this or 
you will not be able to taxi back into your 
spot when you return. If for some reason you 
don’t have a canopy cover, shame, shame, I 
will have some orange cones you can place 
in your spot. So if you come taxiing in and 
there is an open spot with a canopy cover or 
orange cone and you did not put them there 
don’t even think of parking there. 

 If you are participating in one of the air-
craft in motion events there will be a manda-
tory briefing prior to the event.  Be on time to 
the briefing. That means that if the briefing is 
at 0800 be there before then. There will be a 
roll call of those who signed up.  If you are not 
there at the start of the briefing you will not be 
able to participate in the event. If you have 
not signed up for the event and decide you 
would like to participate, come to the briefing.  
We can usually add you on.

This is paragraph #5:  As always remem-
ber this entire convention is run by volun-
teers, hopefully you are one of them.  We are 
always looking for volunteers. It is the only 
way anything gets done and it is a great way 

to get to know other attendees.  Be kind and 
courteous. Things will go wrong; schedules 
may have to be adjusted for various reasons, 
so be flexible and understanding. We are all 
there to have a good time and play with and 
learn about our Grumman’s.   

So once again welcome to Harrisburg and 
enjoy your Grumman.

Ronnie Mowery, aka, Ground Boss

AFTER THE CONVENTION
Following the Convention, Carol and Joe 

Gugel will be at the Gettysburg Airport (W05) 
Friday, Saturday and Sunday (Sept. 24-26) to 
assist GOPA Convention attendees, flying into 
Gettysburg, with transportation into town.  The 
drop off and collection point will be the Town 
Square (actually a circle). Please contact Joe 
or Carol, during the Convention, if you plan 
on flying to Gettysburg and require transporta-
tion. Contact information and any updates will 
be provided at the Convention.

On Saturday and Sunday, EAA Chap-
ter 1041, “The Barnstormers”, will be host-
ing their biannual “Wings and Wheels” Pan-
cake Breakfast. The Breakfast proceeds go 
to youth scholarships for EAA Aviation Youth 
Camp and flight training scholarships. The 
Susquehanna Area Regional Airport Authority 
(SARAA) whose facilities GOPA is using for 
the Convention, own and maintain the Get-
tysburg Airport. Dan Blouch, the FBO owner/
manager (Pilot, IA, EAA member & family 
friend) volunteered, with advance notice, to 
arrange for car rentals for Convention Attend-
ees. Dan can be reached at 717-357-5958.  



HA, HA, HA
Comedy Night is Tuesday at 8:00, across the road 
from the Convention hotel. Tickets are $25, avail-
able when you register or online here. Any excess 
funds will go to the Scholarship Fund. There is a 
brief video link on the Homepage- https://grumman-
pilots.org or to the left.

Tuesday is a Dinner on Your Own evening so if you 
are looking for a good spot to eat before going to 
the show these two places are good choices. In the 
same building as the Comedy Club is the Boomer-
ang Bar and Grill- food reported as ‘real good’. Be-
tween the Hotel and Comedy Club is John’s Diner- 
food reported as ‘real good’- see map below.

https://www.grummanpilots.org/resources/GOPA%202021/Gopa%20Comedy%20Club%202021-1.mp4
https://grummanpilots.org/event-4430296
http://www.boomeranggrill.com/
http://www.boomeranggrill.com/
https://www.johnsdinerpa.com/home

